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Rabbi Greenstein, I am very humbled and touched by your words.  
When I was installed as Temple Israel’s President two years ago, our Honorable Governor, Phil Bredesen, told this Congregation that he and I were among a select group of people—a group who married well above themselves.  Allow me publicly to recognize my exceptional wife, Mary Lynn, for her invaluable assistance during these past two years.

The Governor further remarked that the evening was a “Celebration of Service.”  As he said, “On its most fundamental level, it comes down to putting more into life than you take out.” As a Congregation, I’m proud that we do that each and every day.

You’ll note that “Congregation Celebration” is our theme for tonight, and we have much to celebrate.  The program for this annual meeting lists selected highlights and Temple Israel’s overall strategic plan adopted by this outstanding Board of Trustees in 2006.  I’m very proud to have worked with each and every member of the Executive Committee, the entire Board of Trustees, and Executive Director Jeff Manis.  I’d like to ask that they stand now.  Please join me in recognizing them for their devoted service.
As I remarked at the time I became President, one of Temple’s greatest legacies over the last 150 plus years is the unique partnership between our volunteer leadership and clergy.  After serving as President these past two years, allow me to expand on this even further. 

Cantor John Kaplan: your talent as a singer and musician is exceeded only by your warmth, kindness, sense of humor, and spirit.  Please know that you have our congregation’s affection and appreciation for all you do as member of our clergy team.
Rabbi Greenstein, it truly has been a privilege to be your partner.  These past two years have afforded me the opportunity to work with Micah “up close and personal.”  It’s been a great honor to work with this singularly gifted and unique person who I treasure as a dear friend.

Micah is an extraordinary leader, both within the faith community and the broader community, and he certainly is a source of great pride for Temple Israel.  His list of honors, accomplishments, and awards is legendary.  Rabbi Greenstein today, in many respects, truly is “America’s Rabbi.” 
Having said that…

...It’s more than being the Senior Rabbi of one of America’s preeminent Jewish Congregations.
...It’s more than his ability to attract and secure the strongest rabbinic candidate to fill our assistant rabbi position.

...It’s more than his eloquence and powerful sermons.

...It’s more than his gift of treating everyone with great respect, and genuine affection.
...It’s more than his effective teaching and mentoring skills.

...It’s more than his vision, deep love, and passion for our faith.
...It’s more than being chosen by the National Cathedral as the only Rabbi ever to preach on State Day representing the state of Tennessee.

...It’s more than the various civic boards and faith-based organizations on which he serves and leads.

...It’s more than thanklessly performing the thousands upon thousands of unseen things he does as a Rabbi of a congregation of more than sixteen hundred families.
...It’s more than all of these things put together.
Simply put, Rabbi Micah Greenstein, you are an inspiration! 
You inspire us to live Temple Israel’s mission.  You inspire us to keep Judaism at our center and the Temple at our core.  By doing so, as highlighted above Temple’s everyday entrance, we fulfill what this world depends on:  Torah, worship, and loving deeds.

Clearly, Temple Israel stands out as a dramatic symbol of what can accomplished when a congregation joins together with its clergy, with passion and purpose, to achieve a bold mission.

As my time as President has ended, we are very fortunate that Billy Orgel will be installed as Temple’s next President.  Billy is a most effective leader, and he will lead an exceptionally gifted Board of Trustees.  During this transition, the slogan of the great Swiss watch making company Patek Philippe comes to mind: “You never actually own a Patek Philippe. You merely take care of it for the next generation.”  Temple Israel’s leadership has done just that over the last 154 years.
Thank you for the privilege of serving as Temple Israel’s 41st President.
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